Pittsboro surges in biofuels world - Business - News & Observer

Page 1 of 3

Take advantage of the current low rates today! The Triangle's
I Just Saved A Fortune e male ' Lifestyle Magazine
. 10-¥r Level Term ©9' cr k H b " ¥ 8
On My Life Insurance! Life Inourance 40 §21.88 ICK nere J bt
oy 4583389 | fora FREE QUOTE! ving
Did You? et ) 2028 ' - in
" {monthly pramiums} 55 $79.63 Naccuavors®
Subscribe \ Subscriber Services \ Subscriber Rewards Tuesday, December 16, 2008
Raleigh Durham Cary Chapel Hill
Register / Log In _,, 7| Search N&O Search  Advanced »
Home | News | Sports @ Lifestyles @ Business | Politics | Opinion | Obits | Blogs @ Multimedia @ Classifieds @ Shopping @ Shortcuts = Member Center = About | Triangle.com
Business Home / Rusiness

Topics: Technology | Personal Finance Columnists: Cornatzer | Gilster | Hagel | Nicholson | Stock | Savvy Consumer | Stump the Geeks

Stocks: Summary | Local Indices | World Markets | Splits | Currency | Wealthmeter | My Portfolio

Comments (0) | iI' Recommend (0) DeookrArk wm 0 67| @

Pittsboro surges in biofuels world =l E-malL
Swiss-based Roundtable sets up Chatham office 'TE'E;TR';TZE_
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Pittsboro is joining the global race to create standards for biofuels.

The Roundtable on Sustainable Biofuels, based in Lausanne, Switzerland, has established an
office in the Chatham County town to lead its effort in the Americas.

Biofuels, used as substitutes for gasoline and diesel fuel, are struggling to gain acceptance as
alternatives to imported oil.

The Swiss effort is bringing together hundreds
of growers, producers, users around the world
and others in an attempt to create a seal of
approval for biofuels produced using
ecologically sound methods.

TWO KINDS OF BIOFUELS
Biofuels come in two main forms: ethanol and biodiesel.

Ethanol, a flammable alcohol derived from plant sugars,
is used as a substitute for gasoline. It's made primarily . X . X X
from sugar cane and corn. The organization set up its Americas office here
because it hired away a coordinator from
Piedmont Biofuels Cooperative, a Pittsboro
group that makes and sells biodiesel locally

from used vegetable oil and chicken fat.

Biodiesel is used as a substitute for diesel fuel. It's
processed from animal fats, vegetable oils and waste
cooking grease.
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oil, support for biofuels sputtered after critics
charged that alternative fuels were too often
wasteful and inefficient, and after the rush to
ethanol was blamed for higher corn prices.

Collapse touches lives and fortunes big and small The creation of the Pittsboro office is the latest

effort by biofuels advocates to create standards
for their industry and boost their credibility. The
National Biodiesel Board in Missouri is working
on its own industry standards, as is the
Sustainable Biodiesel Alliance in Texas.
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None of the standards would likely be binding,
and it's not clear whether any of the rules would
be accepted or followed by growers and
producers. But the several simultaneous
certification efforts speak to the urgency of the
fledgling industry's problem.
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"All biodiesel is not created equal,"” said Jeff
Plowman, director of the biodiesel alliance in
Texas. "We don't want to drive the fuel 4,000
miles to a production facility and then turn
around and ship it 3,000 miles to market. That
would completely negate any carbon benefit of
the fuel.”

The Swiss group is sponsored by that country's Federal Institute of Technology, a science and
technology university, and roundtable participants include the United Nations Environment
Program, World Wildlife Fund and Inter-American Development Bank. It has proposed
sustainability standards that would be used globally to certify biofuels that are produced using fair
labor and ecologically sound land use practices, and don't generate more greenhouses gases than
they offset, among a dozen goals.

Matt Rudolf, who this month began running the group's Pittsboro office, will listen to comments
and suggestions on the draft standards at meetings to be held in this country, Canada and Latin
America. Rudolf expects to meet with several hundred growers, producers and industrial users in
the coming months.
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The Swiss group expects to publish its standards in June and hopes the guidelines gain
acceptance.

"The biofuels producers are taking a lot of heat right now," Rudolf said. "So they want some
cover."

While Rudolf is working in the Americas, other organizers are working with growers and producers
in Europe, Asia and Africa.

Before he began working for the Roundtable this month, Rudolf directed the Piedmont Biofuels
Cooperative, an organization that collects used oil from about 100 area restaurants and converts
it into biodiesel.

The co-op has helped raise the region's profile with its work in biofuels. It operates eight
distribution centers in this state for B100 fuel, which is 100 percent biodiesel. Unlike biofuels
centers that sell B20 and other biodiesel blends with standard diesel, Piedmont Biofuels
specializes in pure B100 fuel.
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